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The Interview with

Commander in Chief of Defence Services

CNA -

Senior -
General

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and
CNA news agency

Myanmar's set to hold its supposedly free and fair
elections by the end of this year. Your name has
been thrown up very often speculating that you
will participate in the upcoming elections. Do you
have plans to enter politics?

This is what people say - what they think. Actually
carrying out my duty as commander-in-chief is a
very important role for the country. In order to
protect the country we have to make our best
efforts to build the capacity to be an army that
acts to realize the interests of the people. That
is why we have to try very hard to be in touch
with the public. We have many kinds of activities

in Myanmar.
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CNA -

Senior -

General

Especially in remote areas there is a lot of work
that needs to be done. So first of all, we have to
make the army a good army. Secondly, we have
to make it capable. Thirdly we have to reach the
people and be in touch. As my responsibility is very
big, | try to concentrate on my duties. Regarding
what you mentioned just now, about entering politics
-to be President, it will depend on the situation
of the times. If trun my attention to politics now,
it is likely to affect or weaken weaken my present
job. Right now it is too early to make a decision

or talk about it.

)

You said that your duty is to protect the people
to help the people improve their lives. Do you not
feel that you can do that as a political leader? Do
you not feel that you can do that as the President

of Myanmar?

At present there are many areas in which | am
doing whatever | can. Actually, as a citizen, | carry

out my duty whatever role | am entrusted with.
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CNA -

As a matter of fact | can say what | am doing is
national politics. In our country, the most essential
thing is - firstly we need peace. The second thing
is unity. After we have these things, we need to
make our country developed. Every citizen has
this responsibility. As | am a citizen, | feel that
whatever role | have to play, | shall do my best

to carry out my duties.

®3)

To bring about unity and peace, do you feel you
can do a better job at that by becoming the

President?

Each person can do his part according to his role.
The President will do whatever he can in his
capacity. In some matters, he needs assistance.
| have to provide assistance. That is why each
citizen has the opportunity to carry out his duty

depending on his role.

(4)

Let me ask you then, do you have ambitions to

become the President?
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CNA -

Senior -
General

As | said to you earlier. Because | am citizen.. and
| have a lot of experience..as a citizen, there are
three things we need to do. Peace, unity, and
development. These are the three things. Whatever
role we are given, each citizen has to carry out
his duties. On my part | will carry out whatever

duty is required of me.

(5)

To achieve peace, unity and development, as you
said, where do you see the military's role post-

2015 elections?

The military's duty is to defend the country.




